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March 7, 2014 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE:  WC Docket No. 02-6; Petition for Reconsideration (filing document # 7520946185); 
re. Mora Independent Schools (BEN 143294) 

Dear Ms. Dortch, 

This letter is in supplement to the Petition for Reconsideration filed by Dora M. Romero, 
Superintendent of the Mora Independent School District (“Mora”) on September 27, 2013. 

E-Rate Central, at the behest of both Mora and the New Mexico Public Education Department 
(“NMPED”), has been asked to assist Mora in dealing with its Commitment Adjustment and 
Demand Payment issues.  The Commitment Adjustments were made because Mora failed to 
obtain technology plan approval prior to submitting their FCC Forms 486. 

As a purely financial matter, as indicated in Mora’s Petition for Reconsideration, both the 
District and the State are concerned with the magnitude of the funding subject to repayment.  As 
shown in the table below, the funding involved totals well over a half million dollars — in 
excess of 10% of its annual Operational Budget from the State of Mexico. 

Mora E-Rate Disbursements FY 2006-2007 Subject to Repayment 

Year Priority 1 Priority2 Total 
2006               20,689.34               20,689.34  
2007               43,705.55             498,266.03             541,971.58  
Total $64,394.89 $498,266.03 $562,660.92  
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As indicated in its Petition for Reconsideration, Mora’s current administration found that the 
district did have a technology plan for the years 2006-2009, albeit one not formally approved by 
NMPED.  Working with NMPED, we have now determined the reasons why Mora’s plan was 
not approved. 

Attached is a copy of the Mora plan, together with NMPED’s review comments.  Our assessment 
of the plan is that it included all five elements required by the E-rate requirements at the time, 
namely clear goals, a professional development strategy, needs assessments, a technology 
committee to provide mid-course evaluations, and a budget strategy covering at least the 
Priority 2 equipment needs.  The NMPED comments suggest that plan approval was being held 
to a somewhat higher standard, including a requirement for formal district board approval.   

In reviewing Mora’s Petition for Reconsideration, we ask that Commission take into 
consideration that Mora did, in fact, have a technology plan that could have, and probably should 
have, been approved for E-rate purposes.  Mora’s planning efforts were clearly in concert with 
the spirit of the E-rate rules. 

There is, however, one issue of timing.  The Mora technology plan submitted for NMPED 
approval covered the period December 1, 2006 to December 1, 2009.  As such, this plan did not 
cover the first five months of FY 2006.  At this point, we have not been able to document 
approval of a previous plan.  Although we have no reason to believe an earlier plan did not exist, 
we recognize that 5/12th of FY 2006 COMAD (or $8,620.58) cannot be covered by the 2006-
2009 plan. 

Given the severity of the proposed financial penalty proposed in this situation, we ask the 
Commission to consider Mora’s Petition for Reconsideration, and the technology plan 
documentation provided in this letter, as a basis for waiving the strict requirement for a 
technology plan approval letter in this instance.  In the absence of any hint of waste, fraud, and 
abuse, we believe that such a waiver is clearly in the public interest. 
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If the Commission grants Mora’s request for a waiver, we ask also that Mora’s Form 471 
applications FY 2011 and FY 2012 be remanded to USAC for reconsideration.  Both 
applications (# 820319 and # 872747) had been denied out-of-hand as a result of interim Red 
Light conditions associated with this appeal issue. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely,

Winston E. Himsworth 
Executive Director 

Attachment: NMPED review copy of Mora’s Technology Plan for 2006-2009 
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